
Hoxie 21 Reunion & Ceremony-2004 

THE STATE OF ARKANSAS       
Success Against the Grain (Excerpts from citation) Dated: June 19, 2003) 
Citation   The Hoxie 21   
Whereas,  the U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark ruling in Brown v. Board of Education in 1954 

outlawed segregation in the public schools, and as a result the Hoxie school Board voted 

to allow 21 local black students to attend Hoxie School. 

Whereas, making such a change would require courage and commitment on the part of many including 

school officials, and community leaders, and such traits also extended on a more personal level, to the 

black students and their families: The Barksdales, Braxtons, Browns, Hendersons, Hills, Kellys, Rileys, 

Ruffins, and Tompkins.  

The first official ceremony of recognition for the historical events of the 1955 Hoxie 

Public School Integration was held September 4
th
 and 5

th
, 2004, in Hoxie/Walnut 

Ridge Arkansas.  The State of Arkansas, through proclamation, named the 21 black 

students, “The Hoxie 21”, June of 2004.  

Event to mark Hoxie School desegregation2004 Reunion Committee 

 
The steering committee for the Hoxie 21 Reunion is making final plans for the Sept. 4 and 5 events in 

Hoxie and Walnut Ridge. The committee has confirmed that U.S. Senator Blanche Lincoln and State 

Attorney General Mike Beebe are making plans to speak at the Saturday, Sept. 4, midday gathering on the 

courthouse lawn. John Bland - TD publisher                 
 

Senator Lincoln, 
Cong. Berry, speaks at 
Hoxie 21reunion and 
celebration.    

 
 

Dr. Charity Smith, deputy director of 
the Arkansas State Department of 
Education, speaks at the reunion and 

commemoration.  
 

 

Guest, Imogene 
Stansbury 

Sings, God Bless 
America. 

 Former AR State Representative 

Don House 

Chairperson & student 

Fayth Washington  
AR State Senator, Tracy Steel,  

the keynote speaker 

 
      



          

       
                                    Bernie Duke, Coach   

            Mrs. Rosemary Hill     Oral Roberts, Hoxie Coach-1956,  
      Hoxie 21 parent & activist              Sen. Tracy Steele, & Fayth Hill      Hoxie 21 Students 

         
     Deborah Barksdale Frazier,            Don House, Sen. Tracy Steele 
    Yvonne Barksdale Taylor &         & Ethel Tompkins. Hoxie 21                  Current Superintendent 
    Teacher- Mrs. Charlene Trotter                     Dennis Truxler 

                       
         Yvonne & Son visit with  Paulette Jackson   
   former classmate Melina Lacefield              & guest Tomeka Hill                   Ethel Tompkins & Linda White 

 
                                                                                         Anne Kelly, Margaret, Mae Kelly,  

 Fayth Hill Washington    Mrs. Charlene Trotter, Teacher ‘55   
 

            

Rhodes College - 2005 - 

50th Anniversary for Hoxie 

21 Celebrates with Barret 

Lecture Series 

 



 


